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NOTES 665 

Legal Ethics. — The New York County Lawyers' Association 
Committee on Professional Ethics has recently embarked upon a 
new and interesting line of work. It has announced to the members 
of the bar of New York County that it stands ready "to advise 
inquirers respecting questions of proper professional conduct." The 
answers to questions submitted for its consideration are pub- 
lished for circulation among the bench and bar of New York City. 
The committee, through the courtesy of its chairman, Charles A. 
Boston, Esq., has extended to the Law Review the privilege of 
publishing, from time to time, the inquiries submitted and answers 
thereto, — a privilege of which the Law Review is glad to take 
advantage. 

Following are three questions recently propounded to the com- 
mittee : 

"i. Is an attorney entitled to retain moneys in payment of disbursements 
when said moneys were received by him in another matter in which he 
appeared as attorney for the same client, and assuming that the client has 
not agreed to allow the attorney to retain same? 

2. Is an attorney entitled to retain moneys expended for disbursements, 
which moneys were received in the same matter in which the disbursements 
were had? 

3. Where the original matter in which the expenses are made, is one 
involving a collection, and something is received by the attorney, is he 
entitled to retain what he has received on account of disbursements had 
therein?" 

To these questions the committee replied : 

"Resolved, That in the opinion of the committee in each case suggested, 
the attorney is entitled to retain the amount of money so expended for dis- 
bursements, but subject, in case of objection by the client, to a judicial 
determination of the reasonableness and propriety of the disbursements and 
the right of the attorney to so apply the moneys; but that the attorney 
should not make such an application of the withheld funds for his own 
purposes as to preclude or endanger their return in whole or in part if 
the question be determined against him by a competent court." 



Property — Pollution of Waters and Water Courses by 
Mine Owners. — In Arminius Chemical Co. v. Landrum, 1 the 
Supreme Court of Virginia added its voice to the chorus of dis- 
approbation which has greeted the case of Pennsylvania Coal Co. v. 
Sanderson 2 whenever courts other than those of Pennsylvania 
have been asked to apply the principles of that decision to cases 
before them. In the Virginia case the defendant companies were 
engaged in producing iron pyrites, the separation of which from 
the refuse at the mine required that the ore be washed with large 
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